To the members of the Education Committee:

| am writing in opposition to Raised Bill 5322, AN ACT CONCERNING THE CREATION OF A HUMAN
SERVICES PERMIT AND A REQUIREMENT THAT SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERS CONDUCT HOME VISITS
DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR as it is currently drafted. | urge that the creation of a bachelor's level permit
be dropped and this bill reconstructed to indicate that only licensed and credentialed professional
masters-level practitioners be allowed to deliver mental health services in our schools.

As a Licensed Professional Counselor in private practice, | am well aware of the mental health crisis in
our nation, and the effect of overwhelming social and emotional pressures interfering with children's
ability to learn. However, while bachelor's level mental health workers could ostensibly provide a
supportive role in schools, they are NOT licensed mental health professionals -- licensed professional
counselors, licensed social workers, or licensed marriage and family therapists -- with the requisite
training an supervised pre and post graduate experience that renders our field of professionals trained
and competent to provide mental health care.

This bill, while honorably seeking to meet a glaring need for our children, attempts to do so by taking a
shortcut that while perhaps perceived as cost-saving, could potentially do more damage to our children
by leaving their mental health care in the hands of people who absolutely do not have the requisite
credentials to actually provide mental health care.

| urge you to remove this provision and require that anyone providing mental health counseling in our
schools be fully licensed and credentialed professionals.

Allyson D. Platt, LPC/LMHC
Ellington, CT

(office location: South Windsor, CT)
860-375-0456

If you are experiencing a mental health emergency and need immediate assistance, please call 911, go to
your nearest emergency room or utilize a crisis service such as those listed below.

CT Crisis Line 211

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline phone number is 800-273-8255, operating 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. The transgender Trans Lifeline # is 877-565-

8860. The teen crisis text line is 741-741. The Trevor Project crisis line for
LGBTQIA youth is 866-488-7386.



Springfield Crisis Services (BHN): 413-733-6661
Northampton Crisis Services (CSO): 413-586-5555
Greenfield Crisis Services (CSO): 413-774-5411
Athol Crisis Services (CSO): 978-249-3141

Crisistextline.org
24/7 anonymous service. Text: START to 741-741 when in crisis.
No matter how BIG or LITTLE your problem may seem.

Teenlineonline.org

Call, text or email to speak with another teen.

Hours are 6pm - 9pm PST (California) (9 pm to midnight Eastern time)
Text: TEEN to 839863

Phone: 310-855-4673 or 800-852-8336

Email: Go to and click email

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Please be aware that email does not ensure confidentiality. This
transmission, including any attachments fo it, may contain confidential information or protected
health information subject to privacy regulations such as the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). This transmission is intended only for the use of the
recipient(s) named above If you are not the intended recipient, or a person responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution or use of any of the information contained in this tfransmission is STRICTLY
PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify me by
reply e-mail and destroy the original fransmission in its entirety without saving it in any manner.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteenlineonline.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cedtestimony%40cga.ct.gov%7C5e2c844e35a040384c4c08da0a7e82fb%7C3ec76714b1b4418a883232c46ec84226%7C0%7C0%7C637833835878581127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AzNK%2BIcX9VmZKm8mKF1ySLzGncXM6KAt%2B3iBYuJiJvU%3D&reserved=0

